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ABSTRACT

During the past decade, significant changes have occurred in the worldwide nonwoven market.

The predominant regions of the world for the nonwoven production have been restructured. The
Asia-Pacific region, including China, shows a potential growth in nonwoven production while the
United Sates and Western Europe continue to develop production technology. The global
production of nonwovens reached 4.4 million tons, which is equivalent to $15.9 billion (U.S.

dollar). During 2004, 64% of nonwoven materials were produced in North America, Western
Europe and Japan. A decade earlier, these regions accounted for dightly higher than 70% of
worldwide nonwoven output. The impact on the nonwovens industry is obvious as raw material

prices escalate. Major nonwoven producers have faced the challenge, with increasing pressure, to
sustain profit margins although raw material prices are not stable. This price volatility continued
to impact financial performance of nonwoven companiesin 2005. Nevertheless, global nonwoven
production is forecast to rise to 6.3 million tons by 2009, or an increase of two million tonsfrom
2004 production levels.
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